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Opening Address to the 13th Annual Filial Piety Festival

Prof. Thomas Hwang
Hong Kong, July 6, 2019

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, friends and family:

Today we are celebrating the 13th annual Filial Piety Festival. We are very proud of this
activity, which started in Hong Kong and is now spreading all over the world. We have
overseas guests who are here today because they share our commitment to promoting
true family values.

In the 21st century we face many serious issues, but the most important among them
are not political or economic or military issues. The most important issue is how to
preserve and protect our families. This is critical to ensure that we are producing future
generations that are morally sound, emotionally stable, and intellectually able. Strong
families are the fundamental foundation of a society and of a nation. However, this
foundation is shaking.

Ladies and gentlemen, there is a solution to this problem. Fortunately, we have a deep
and ancient treasure, a long tradition of valuing and protecting the family, rooted in the
teachings of Confucius and other great sages. These absolute family values are in the
DNA of the Chinese people.

Chinese people understand, without explanation, when we speak of the divine
principle " Xf@AV3EIE , asthe guiding philosophy for a moral way of life. Love and respect
between parents and children is at the core of this teaching. The relationship between
parents and children is eternal and absolute. Everything else is changeable, but not
this. Not even God can change it. As FFWPU founder Rev. Sun Myung Moon said, “The
foundation of the cosmos is the relationship between parent and child.” "F&H ZiEA&J
RFZH#E

That is why we focus, first of all, on filial piety. It is up to us to explain to our children, in
a clear and logical way, that some truths are innate and eternal. In the midst of a crisis
of values, we need to stand up and proclaim our faith in the family. We need to stop
the degradation of human dignity and prevent the moral collapse that is destroying our
families and our society.

Family values are absolute. If we stand together to protect and promote true family
values, we can serve as a beacon to humanity in this dark and confused world, for the
sake of the great human family.

The great teacher Confucius said, “Attend to the basics and the way will appear.” " 57
84 , This means that when we follow the fundamental principles of honoring heaven,
loving our families, and respecting all people, we can find the way to lasting peace and
happiness in our homes, our nations and our world.

Thank you all for your support in this great mission of our times.
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We acknowledge all sponsors, VIPs, volunteers and participants!
See you next time!



